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PMC explores joint projects with
new reglonal groupPaS|MA

REPRESENTATIVES of the Pacific Media
Centre and the new regional body Pasifika
Media Association (PasiMA) have met in
Auckland to explore some joint projects
such as investigative journalism and stu-
dent/media staff training exchanges.

Six board members from four countries
—Cook Islands, Hawai’i, Samoa and
Tonga—met PMC director Professor
David Robie, Pacific Media Watch editor
Alex Perrottet and Kiribati Independent
publisher Taberannang Korauaba.

Both Perrottet and Korauaba are also
masters students in AUT’s School of
Communication Studies.

“This is a thrilling opportunity for us to
be able to reflect with some of the Pacific’s
media who’s who—such as Samoa Observer
editor-in-chief Savea Sano Malifa, Taimi
o Tonga publisher Kalafi Moala and Cook
Islands News editor John Woods—ways we
can work together,” said Dr Robie.

“PasiMA already publish our Pacific
Media Watch news monitoring service
and now we are looking at collaboration with investigative
journalism and a student/ staff internship exchange.”

Dr Robie presented Savea, chair of the PasiMA group, with a
limited edition “friendship” tee-shirt from the PMC.

Savea Sano Malifa (left) and Dr David Robie at
the PMC. Photo: PasiMA

The PMC-hosted meeting followed
a three-day board meeting and a web-
based training programme for Pacific
media was commissioned by PasiMA.
It is expected to start in late 2012.

The one-year-old organisation
charted the course for this training
programme, funded by a $100,000
grant from the British High
Commission in the Solomon Islands.

The training resources will be
designed to support Pacific media
operators and  journalists  with
“enhanced real-world skills”,
particularly in the fields of media
business management, investigative
journalism and multimedia platforms.

Savea said this would help strengthen
the role of member organisations
in delivering robust journalism and
combating corruption and resistance
to transparency and openness in public
institutions and governments.

PasiMA’s board held a number
of side meetings with potential partners and allies. As well as
meeting the PMC, the members had talks with the New Zealand
-based Pacific Islands Media Association (PIMA).- Pacific
Media Centre

Student investigation challenges NZ super fund in Metro

THE NEW ZEALAND Superannuation Fund’s involvement in
the controversial US-owned Freeport McMoRan goldmine in
West Papua, which critics say has been implicated in a long his-
tory of human rights violations by Indonesian forces, has been
challenged in the latest edition of Metro magazine.

The December edition features a long-running labour
strike at the mine and the shooting of miners in “suspicious
circumstances” with an article written by a postgraduate student.

“It was the latest incident in a long line of human rights abuses,
not to mention ongoing environmental devastation, associated
with the mine,” says Karen Abplanalp’s Metro article.

“The fund, which is signatory to the United Nations Principles
for Responsible Investing (UNPRI) charter, has shares in the
enterprise. Why?”

Abplanalp reports that human rights abuses as well as

environmental impacts have
been  well-documented—Ilong
before NZSF invested in it.

The West Papuan crisis erupted
this year when continued strikes
at the mine involved more than
8000 workers, two of whom
were killed by security forces.
The killings happened just prior to an October 19 attack on the
Papuan People’s Congress in the capital Jayapura, where up to
six people were reportedly killed and hundreds more detained,.

Abplanalp says she became interested in the issue when
attending a public talk by Indonesia Human Rights Committee
spokesperson Maire Leadbeater some months ago as part of the
Asia-Pacific journalism course at AUT.—Alex Perrottet

Karen Abplanalp

Pacific Media Centre-School of Communication Studies, AUT University, Private Bag 92006, Auckland 1142, New Zealand

www.pmc.aut.ac.nz




Students praised for ‘world class’ reports

PLAUDITS have flowed in for the
coverage by a team of postgraduate
journalism students from the Asia-
Pacific Journalism course in AUT’s
School of Communication Studies
who had their very own scoop.

The students covered the 42nd

Pacific Islands Forum leaders
summit representing 15 countries
in the region, including New

think this has been the best reported
Pacific Islands Forum ever—by your
team in particular. And in doing such a
marvellous job, you have set a new bar
of professionalism for student/industry
journalism projects.”

Green MP Catherine Delahunty
wrote to the PMC to congratulate the
team, saying the coverage was “world
class” and compared it favourably with

Zealand—only Fiji was missing, “shallow” reporting by mainstream

suspended because of its military media.

regime. ‘ ; “The PMC has a vital role ... because
AlOIlg with the Forum, the Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon Photo: Karen Abplanalp mainstream media has a limited

students covered the visit of the
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, and the
President of the European Commission, Jos¢ Manuel Barroso.

Top of the agenda were issues such as climate change, regional
security and “turning opportunity into prosperity”.

At the end of the week, several prime ministers attended the
World Rugby Cup opening match between New Zealand and
Tonga, won by the All Blacks 41-10.

The students’ stories, videos and audio reports were published
on their course website Pacific Scoop www.pacific.scoop.co.nz

Their live coverage was organised by PMC and supervised
by director Professor David Robie, who said: “This is quite
extraordinary for students to have an opportunity to cover an
international event of this calibre—and all the students excelled.”

Scoop co-editor Alastair Thompson told the students: “I

PMC director becomes

THE FOUNDING DIRECTOR
of the Pacific Media Centre, Dr
David Robie (right), has been
appointed a professor at AUT
University and is believed to be
the first journalism professor at a
New Zealand or Pacific universi-
ty-based journalism school.

Formerly an associate professor
for six years in AUT’s School of
Communication Studies, Dr Robie had previously been head
of journalism at both the University of Papua New Guinea and
University of the South Pacific for 10 years following a career as
an independent Pacific affairs and international journalist.

He gained his doctorate in history/politics and journalism at
the University of the South Pacific in 2004 and is the author
or editor of nine books, including Mekim Nius: South Pacific
media, politics and education.

Dr Robie is also founding editor of Pacific Journalism Review,
New Zealand’s only peer-reviewed journalism research journal.

“I am delighted by the appointment and humbled by all the
support I have been given,” he said.

Professor of journalism Mark Pearson of Bond University in
Australia described him as a “mentor to countless Pacific Island
journalists, fearless defender of media freedom and tireless
editor of Pacific Journalism Review.”

Tongan publisher and broadcaster Kalafi Moala described the
appointment as a “great achievement” ... Dr Robie had had a
“tremendous input in my life and work as a PI journalist”.

Dr Robie was recognised by Pacific media identities at the
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commitment to covering Pacific nations’
stories other than with a highly Westernised focus,” she said.

“These media students had a leading role in asking the
pertinent questions of the United Nations Secretary-General and
other dignitories.”

Eleven students were involved in the coverage: Alex Perrottet
(Australia), Karen Abplanalp, Kim Austin, Christopher Chang,
Chen Bei (China), Nigel Moffiet, Idoko Ojabo (Nigeria), Sarah
Robson, Alexander Winkler, Henry Yamo (Papua New Guina)
and Victoria Young.

Winkler won a highly commended citation in the annual
Ossie Awards for the best student journalism in Australia, New
Zealand and the Pacific for his Forum online coverage.

PIF student archive 2011 on Pacific Scoop: http://pacific.
scoop.co.nz/category/westpapua/—Pacific Media Watch

professor

10th anniversary dinner of the Pacific Islands Media
Association in November for his contribution to
Pacific media education.

Meanwhile, founding PMC advisory board chair
Selwyn Manning (pictured below) recently resigned
from his role of Scoop co-editor and director to
pursue a challenging new Pacific project.

However, while he has moved on from Scoop,
he is retaining his involvement in Pacific Scoop
on the PMC advisory board and the School of
Communication Studies industry advisory board.

Dr Robie praised Manning’s commitment to New Zealand
independent reporting and encouraging “niche journalism” on
Asia-Pacific issues by co-founding the Pacific Scoop project
with AUT.

“His vision, enthusiasm and ongoing support have been both
an encouragement and an inspiration for our small team,” he
said.

“Also, Selwyn’s support for covering marginalised Pacific
stories  like ~ West
Papuan independence
and human rights has
been critical.”

Alex Perrottet has
gained wide exposure
in the New Zealand
Herald and  other
media  for freedom
and ethical issues with
articles, commentaries and interviews.—Pacific Media Watch
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Watch the Film
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Brother Number One seminar - 18 August 2011

[—

PIMA's lulia Leilua seminar - 22 Sept 2011

Strange Birds in Paradise film - 20 Oct 2011
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ournalism
Studies

Graduate Diplomain
Pacific Journalism
Level: 7.Points: 120, One year
full time

The Graduate Diploma in Pacific
Journalism addresses the shortage

of Pasifika journalists in &otzaroa/

Mew Zealand. It is suitable for
peoplewishing to enter the media
ndustry from another carssr
or those already in the industry
desiring a gualification. I& will also
appeal to stedents from thie Pacific
ragion. The programme is 2nriched
by Pasifika and Maori and other
media elective papsrs.

Graduwates are able to enter a-wide
range of journalism and madia

related careers in both
mainstream and Pasifika contexts.

Check owt the rest of this
information online at

WA BUT ac.nZ
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Pasifika Commiini cations Scholarships




